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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

We are moving!! Take note of the new 
location. 

DATE: Thursday, November 2, 1989 

TIME: Doors open at 7 p.m. Meeting starts 

at 7:30 sharp! 

PLACE: Richmond Elementary School 

2780 Richmond Road (See map) 

Room 200 (Main entrance, turn 
right, upstairs, north wing) 

Parking is available on site or on the North side of 
Townley St. Please note that we must be out by 10 
p.m. 

(Meetings are held the first Thursday of every 
month from September through to June.) 

MEETING FORMAT: 

. Group Business 

• Questions & Answers/Open Discussion 

- Main Theme: CORDATA COLOR BRIDGE 

- Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 

- Coffee Break 

Our guest speaker for this meeting will be John 
Revoy of Odyssey Computer Services Ltd., who will 



give what should prove to be a very interesting 
demonstration of the Cordata Color Bridge, a 
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computer which will operate either as an IBM 
XT or an Apple II (6502/65C02). 


NOTES FROM THE OCTOBER MEETING 


First on the agenda was a 
discussion on possible new 
locations for our Group meetings. 

Robin Farquhar, a member who 
is also a teacher at Richmond 
Elementary School, reported that 
he had got encouraging results 
when he had approached his 
Principal. Subject to the School 
District approval, we will be 
able to rent their computer lab 
for $7/hour ($21 per night from 
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.). The Group 
would, for the time being, absorb 
the extra cost. The computer lab 
is upstairs in the north wing in 
Room 200, and contains 15 Apple llgs's. A vote 
was taken asking the members to accept 
Richmond School as our new meeting location 
should the approval go through. It passed 

unanimously. Robin presented the necessary 
application forms for our Executive to complete 
and submit. John pointed out that it was 
customary for the "sponsor teacher" to be on our 
Executive and, in the heat of the moment, 
resigned his position as Vice-President and 
nominated Robin in his place. Further 
nominations were quickly called for, none were 
put forward, and in very short order Robin found 
himself to be our new Vice-President. Naturally, 
his first duties were to formally submit our 
application for rental of his school's computer 
lab. Congratulations, Robin! 

With AppleWorks 3.0 newly out, Norm reminded 
everyone that you must also upgrade any TimeOut 
programs for them to be compatible. Norm is 
authorized to distribute upgrades and also has 
many of the TimeOut programs for sale at good 
rates for those in need. Norm is also holding a 
clearance of other software and hardware. 

Not everyone has been able to obtain their copy 
of AppleWorks 3.0. Our member, Inez Weston, 
does have her copy and generously offered to 
show it to any other members who are 
wondering if they should upgrade. Give her a call 
at 743-4376 in Mill Bay for your own personal 
preview! 

There were no major new Apple products 



*7 did it! I broke into the Fitzsimmons' computer 
and got Edith's recipe for chocolate cake!" 

STAYSKAL TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES. INC. 


announced at AppleFest. Publish It! is now up 
to version 3 and is also available on the Mac. 
Cider has a new hard drive out. Bill Mensch, 
the designer of the 65C02 chip in the enhanced 
lie and lie was at AppleFest, complaining about 
Apple’s lack of support for his chip. The 
technology is already there to make a much 
faster chip, even as fast as 
100 MHz, but there isn't a 
steady supply of the fast 
chips. Apple lie's currently 
run at 1 MHz. 

Apple II magazines continue 
to change as the type of 
users change. Call-A.P.P.L.E. 
r 7H has recently changed to 4 
issues a year (from 12) and 
increased its rates to 
$10.00 US per issue. 
They've also dropped their 
public domain disk catalog. 

They say today's users aren't 
as inclined to read magazines and are less 
interested in the more technical aspects of 
computing. 

As book librarian, Gary reported that many back 
issue of Apple II magazines have been donated 
to the group including inCider, A+, 
Call-A.P.P.L.E., Nibble, Soft Talk, Apple Orchard, 
and Windfall. He hopes to find a method of 
binding them by year for easier handling. It 
was suggested that the Group obtain the 
magazine indexes on disk, either FastData or 
Kaola (AppleWorks templated). Also, other 
donated books and the videos from Apple User 
Group Connection will be formally added to the 
book library by next month. _ 




Tesseract 

Computer Systems & Software 


LON TAYLOR 

President 


City Centre Plaza 
204 - 1483 Dougias Street 
Victoria, B.C.. Canada V8W 3K4 
FAX (604) 386-2515 

PH. (604) 382-3475 


The most current edition of ProDOS is Version 
1.8 and includes Bird's Better Bye, a utility 
program which allows you to select the 
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program (system file) you want to run from a 

menu. That's much easier than trying to 
remember full path names! ProDOS 1.8 is 
available on our public domain 
disk-of-the-month for October. Also, the latest 
Version 1.4 of Basic System is now out and 
promises to solve the crashing problems 
exhibited by the short-lived Version 1.3. 

For those of you interested in modems and 
bulletin boards, Norm reported that CompuServe 
and Source have now merged into one bulletin 
board service (BBS). The company that 
operated the Personal AppleLink changed its 
name to On Line America and has sections for 
all the different types of computers. Both Genie 
and On Line America our now accessible 
through the local Data Pack numbers, but their 
rates are quite expensive. On Line America 
only charges $4.00/hr (US$) but Data Pack 
adds $.20/min (US$), making it almost $20/hr 
(Cdn$). It's still cheaper to call long distance 
to Bellingham and access the BBS through 
TimeNet. If you're interested in accessing 
Genie, it's cheaper to use 1200 baud than 2400 
baud. Most of these BBSs have a minimum 
monthly fee, so if you sign up, plan on being a 
regular user. Also beware that it doesn't take 
very long to accumulate a large phone bill! 

Next month's meeting will feature a speaker 
from Odyssey Computers demonstrating the new 
Cordata computer, an Apple/MSDOS bridge 
machine. 

Following the discussion period we all viewed 
part of one of the Apple videos featuring John 
Scully and a demonstration of the new Apple II 
video overlay card. 

MEMBERSHIP 


Our membership is growing by leaps and bounds 
- this month we welcome four new members: 


Hans Bauer 656-0082 

Phil Lobb 721-0565 

Allen McCracken 380-0898 

Bernie Osborne 595-1879 


BOOK LIBRARY 


Fortunately, we will be able to keep our book 
library at our new meeting location at Richmond 
Elementary School. Donations of books and 
magazines are most welcome. 

DISK-OF-THE MONTH 


This month's disk contains the program 
Columnist, which allows you to format 


Telephone: ( 604 ) 380-9988 Richard L. Catinus 

754 Broughton St. 

Victoria, BC 
V8W1E1 



Authorized Dealer 


Ad>Antage 

Computers Ltd. 


AppleWorks word processor documents in two or 
three columns. 


MAILBA6 


Members are reminded that we are receiving 
monthly newsletters from a number of Canadian 
and US Apple users groups. These make 
interesting reading and are being filed in our 
book library for your perusal. 

This month we have received news from the 
following: 

Apples B.C. 

Atlanta Area AUG 

Atom's Apple (Space Coast AUG, Fla) 

AppleWords (Little Egypt Apple Users Group, II) 
ByteLines (Northern Indiana AUG) 

Regina Apple II Group 
Waterloo Region Apple Matrix 

The October issue of The WRAM Newsletter gives 
an interesting account of the September "89 
AppleFest in San Francisco. 


BEGINNERS CORNER 


PRODOS 8 

This article describes ProDOS 8 only, the number 
8 referring to the 8-bit 6502 or 65C02 
processors. 

ProDOS, or Professional Disk Operating System, 
was introduced in 1984, superseding the older 
DOS 3.3. ProDOS requires at least 64K, so Apple 
11+ models require a RAM card in slot 0. 

Upon booting a ProDOS-formatted disk, the first 
two blocks la block is equal to 2 sectors of the 
old DOS 3.3) are loaded into RAM, and a search 
made for a directory file named PRODOS. Block 
*2 is the first block containing the VOLUME 
directory. If found, PRODOS is loaded into the 
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bank-switched memory and 
becomes the operating 
system. If not found, the 
message UNABLE TO LOAD 
PRODOS appears on the 
screen. The system will 
hang and require rebooting. 

PRODOS then searches for 
the first file whose name 
has the suffix .SYSTEM: 
e.g, BASIC.SYSTEM. This 
interpreter program 

becomes the interface 
between ProDOS and the 
keyboard. If there is no 
system file in the main 
directory, you will see the 
message UNABLE TO FIND A 
again the system will hang. 


Fig. 1: ProDOS and DOS 3.3 

File Types 

ProDOS DOS 

Text 

TXT 

T 

Integer basic 

- 

1 

Applesoft basic 

BAS 

A 

Applesoft variable 

VAR 

- 

Binary 

BIN 

B 

Relocatable 

REL 

R 

Directory 

DIR 

- 

System 

SYS 

- 

User Defined 

- Not supported 

$F# 



If you are using files which are all 
contained in one subdirectory, you can 
reduce the amount of typing by using 
the command PREFIX 

PREFIX/VOLUME/SUB 1/SUB2 
RUN DEMO 

Now any files in SUB2 can be used 
without further reference to the 
pathname. (Note: With Version 1.8 
of ProDOS with Bird’s Better Bye, 
much of this is no longer necessary). 

- To be continued 


“ SYSTEM" FILE and CREDIT DEPARTMENT 


Finally, ProDOS looks for a program called 
“STARTUP”, which if present, is run. If not, the 
version number and creation date of ProDOS are 
printed on the screen. The program “STARTUP” 
can be of the BASIC, binary, EXEC, or system 
types. 


Directories/Subdirectories/ 

Pathnames/Filenames 

File Types 


Fig. 2: Tree File Structure 

VOLUME 
(DIR) 


ProDOS supports the file types 
shown in Figure 1. A major 
departure from DOS 3.3 is the 
directory file. Whereas the latter 
system had only one directory 
which could contain up to 105 
files, ProDOS uses a tree system 
which can contain subdirectories and 
sub-subdirectories (Fig. 2). The main directory 
is limited to 51 files (a subdirectory counts as a 
file). 

A formatted floppy disk has a VOLUME name 
consisting of up to 15 alphanumeric characters 
including periods. Other characters, such as 
punctuation marks or symbols ($,35,etc.), are not 
permitted. The VOLUME name has to start with 
a letter immediately after the delimiter /. 
Directory names and filenames are subject to the 
same limitations. 

In order to locate a particular file which may be 
in the main directory, subdirectory, or even 
sub-subdirectory, ProDOS must trace the path 
from the volume directory to the file itself, hence 
the PATHNAME. For example, to run a program 
called DEMO, you might have to type 


DIR DIR 

/ I \ / I \ 

FILE FILE FILE FILE FILE DIR 

/\ 

FILE FILE 


APPLES VICTORIA is an independent 
publication not affiliated or otherwise 
associated with or sponsored or sanctioned by 
Apple Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. The 
opinions, statements, positions, and views 
stated herein are solely those of the author(s) 
or publisher and are not intended 
to be the opinions, statements, 
positions or views of Apple 
Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada 
Inc. Apple II, II+, lie, llc+, lie, 
llgs and Macintosh are registered 
trademarks of Apple Computer, 
Inc. AppleWorks and AppleWorks 
GS are registered trademarks of 
Claris Corporation. 


Any article in this newsletter 
may be reprinted by computer 
clubs provided that proper credit is given. 
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RUN/VOLUME/SUB1/SUB2/DEM0 
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